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In my neighborhood, there are many families who understand the fear of not knowing 
whether or not your family will be together tomorrow. Now, however, I realize that almost every 
neighborhood in the country has families that are realizing the same fear. Even in my own 
neighborhood, there are people at risk of getting deported and my family personally knows many 
of those people. There are more locally centered articles from my neighborhood that discussed 
the situation of immigration in my town. I came across an article in my town’s newspaper that 
talked about an Ecuadorian member of the community who was being held in custody and being 
threatened with deportation. I personally do not know this man, but I have seen him with his 
family and his two kids who attend the high school. They are well known in my community and 
hearing this news scared many other Hispanic immigrants in the area. The article I chose gives a 
broader, more enlightened perspective on the situation so that is why I decided to write on this 
article. 

The article mentions that The Westchester County Board of Legislators approved the 
Immigrant Protection Act 10-5 on the Monday of August 7. Although, this is of course good 
news for the county and all of those being protected under the act, County Executive Rob 
Astorino, shared a different view on the subject. 

Ultimately, Astorino has ‘vowed’ to veto the act on the basis that it would put the public 
safety of our county at risk and would mark Westchester as a “sanctuary county.” As a result of 
this, the county could end up losing $13 million dollars in federal funds due to the fact that they 
would be going against federal law with the passing of the act. 

Furthermore, there are people mentioned in the article that oppose the passing of the act. 
They share some knowledge on the cultural background of the county and mention that 
immigrants do play a vital role to the development of the county. However, they mention that 
because a bigger population of the immigrants living in the county are Hispanic, they fear an 
influx of immigrants involved in criminal activity, such as those being part of the “ruthless 
MS-13 gang.” Going back to the facts of this statement, President Trump even mentioned the 
gang in the State of the Union Address and related it to the surge of migrants from Central 
America, which in my opinion is clearly a stretch when comparing one group of criminals to 
every Hispanic immigrant coming into the country. 

It would be important for an ethnographer to understand both points of view being argued 
and to judge as to whether the passing of an Immigrant Protection Act would benefit the 
wholeness of the county. Questions the fieldworker should consider include: 

● What percentage of the population in the county register as hispanic in the most 
recent census? 

● In which specific counties are there a greater percentage of hispanics? 



● Have there been any specific acts of crime recently involving some part of the 
MS-13 gang? 

● What did non-hispanic members of the community think of the passing of the act? 
● What percentage of crimes committed in the county are acted upon by hispanic 

criminals? 
● Would Astorino’s claim on losing federal funds be a reasonable case for vetoing 

the act? 
 

The fieldworker should find in depth and accurate information to the questions asked and 
judge the validity of each answer. The fieldworker should not be afraid to ask questions that may 
provoke some people as their job is to get the real answer and understand the culture through an 
ethnographic perspective. Comparing these questions to a journalist you could say that 
journalists may write from a biased perspective and to conform to the views of a specific 
audience as opposed to the audience as a whole. 

Furthermore, it would be important for the fieldworker to understand the concerns of 
those affected by the passing of the act, just as well as those who are not affected by the act. For 
instance, interviewing legislators who come from a non-hispanic dominated town as well as 
interviewing legislators from hispanic dominated towns. It would behove the fieldworker to 
understand the culture of those immigrants who fear for the safety of their family everyday. In 
order to do so, the fieldworker would need to conduct interviews and days of observation to 
understand how the veto of the act would affect the community as a whole. The fieldworker 
would have to extend their information on the founding of the individual counties and see the 
impact immigrants may have had on that. In conclusion, the fieldworker would understand the 
fears and concerns of many immigrants in the county.  

  


